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MEDIA RELEASE February 2010
LONDON PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA ANNOUNCES 2010/11 SOUTHBANK CENTRE SEASON
During the season the London Philharmonic Orchestra performs 35 evening concerts at Southbank Centre’s Royal Festival Hall including eight concerts as part of its successful JTI Friday Series. The Orchestra also continues its FUNharmonics strand with three concerts for families. Highlights include:
MAHLER ANNIVERSARY
The Orchestra contributes to the London-wide celebrations to mark 150 years after Mahler’s birth (1860) and 100 years since his death (1911), and will focus its attention on four key areas:

· COMPLETE SONG-CYCLES: the Orchestra is joined by renowned soloists Sarah Connolly (27 Oct 2010, Kindertotenlieder), Nathalie Stutzmann (17 Nov 2010, Rückert-Lieder), Christopher Maltman (25 Feb 2011, Lieder eines fahrenden Gesellen) and Christian Gerhaher (28 May 2011, Songs from Des Knaben Wunderhorn).
· ORCHESTRAL ARRANGEMENTS: Principal Conductor Vladimir Jurowski explores Mahler’s arrangements of other composers’ works including Beethoven’s Third Symphony, Eroica (30 Oct 2010) and String Quartet in F minor (20 Apr 2011), alongside Mahler’s Suite from the Orchestral Works of J S Bach (20 Apr 2011).
· THE MUSIC OF MAHLER’S CONTEMPORARIES: Jurowski conducts Zemlinsky’s Six Maeterlinck Songs (22 Sep 2010) and Lyric Symphony (26 Jan 2011), and the complete score of Bartók’s The Miraculous Mandarin (25 Sep 2010); Jurowski also combines Mahler’s Das klagende Lied with Bartók’s First Violin Concerto and Lontano by Ligeti (29 Jan 2011); the music of Richard Strauss is represented by airings of two tone poems, Ein Heldenleben (15 Oct 2010) and Death and Transfiguration (17 Nov 2010), and the Four Last Songs (4 May 2011); Gunther  Herbig takes on Bruckner’s epic Symphony No. 9 (26 Nov 2010).
· MAHLER’S SYMPHONIES: the Orchestra performs six of Mahler’s symphonies. These include Nos. 1, 3 and 4 (Vladimir Jurowski, 4 Dec, 22 Sep, 1 Dec 2010), No. 5 (Yannick Nézet-Séguin, 19 Jan 2011), No. 6 (Jaap van Zweden, 14 Jan 2011) and No. 9 (Christoph Eschenbach, 25 Feb 2011).
VLADIMIR JUROWSKI
Principal Conductor Vladimir Jurowski makes 14 appearances across the season. In addition to spearheading the Orchestra’s Mahler anniversary celebrations, he continues to showcase Russian masterpieces by Prokofiev, Shostakovich, Stravinsky and Tchaikovsky, and completes his survey of the symphonies of Brahms, performing Nos. 3 (27 Oct) and 4 (28 May). Jurowski also joins forces with The Hilliard Ensemble (25 Sep 2010) for an enticing presentation of the West’s views of the East expressed in music, with the world première of Matteo D’Amico’s Flight from Byzantium taking centre stage. Works by Dufay and Bartók’s The Miraculous Mandarin complete the programme.

YANNICK NÉZET-SÉGUIN
Principal Guest Conductor Yannick Nézet-Séguin resumes his burgeoning partnership with the Orchestra with a continuation of the French repertoire that has brought him critical acclaim in recent years. His programmes include works by Franck, Fauré, Ravel and Berlioz. As a renowned interpreter of the music of Bruckner, Nézet-Séguin is sure to bring new insights into the music of the composer’s compatriot Gustav Mahler, when he conducts Symphony No. 5 (19 Jan 2011).

PREMIÈRE PERFORMANCES
As ever, music by today’s composers appears throughout the season including works by the Orchestra’s new Composer in Residence Julian Anderson, and premières by Brett Dean, Matteo D’Amico, Magnus Lindberg and Peter Eötvös.

WORLD CLASS ARTISTS
The Orchestra is proud of the calibre of guest artists that it continues to attract, and this season we welcome, among others, conductors Kurt Masur, Christoph Eschenbach, Osmo Vänskä, Vasily Petrenko, Edward Gardner, Neeme Järvi, and Marin Alsop, and soloists Evgeny Kissin, Emanuel Ax, Leif Ove Andsnes, Hélène Grimaud, Anne-Sophie Mutter, Christian Tetzlaff, Leonidas Kavakos, Janine Jansen, Truls Mørk, Petra Lang, Christine Brewer and Christian Gerhaher.
STARS OF THE FUTURE
Alongside its high profile artists, the Orchestra is committed to nurturing young talent and is proud of its partnership with London Music Masters, whose award-winner Agata Szymczewska has an opportunity to perform Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto with the Orchestra (13 Oct 2010). We also welcome the winner of the 2009 London International Piano Competition, 19-year-old Behzod Abduraimov, whose electrifying final round performance of Prokofiev’s Third Piano Concerto with the London Philharmonic Orchestra, caused a sensation amongst the jury and packed audience at the Royal Festival Hall. Abduraimov performs Saint-Saëns’ Piano Concerto No. 2 (1 Oct 2010).
OPERATIC AND CHORAL WORKS
The Orchestra renews its partnership with Opera Rara with Rossini’s Aureliano in Palmira, to be sung in Italian with English surtitles (23 Oct 2010). Choral music includes Fauré’s Requiem (22 Jan 2011), Elgar’s The Dream of Gerontius (26 Mar 2011), and Dvořák’s rarely heard Te Deum and Stabat Mater (9 Oct 2010), both conducted by Neeme Järvi, whose recently released recording on the LPO label of Dvořák’s Requiem received rave reviews and was Editor’s Choice in Gramophone magazine.
FUNHARMONICS FAMILY CONCERTS

Complementing our evening work, we present three FUNharmonics Family Concerts (Sun 17 Oct 2010, Sun 27 Feb 2011 and Sun 15 May 2011) including music by Wagner, Dukas, Offenbach, De Falla, Patterson and McNeff. These events also offer children the chance to try their hand at playing orchestral instruments before and after the concerts. 
For further information, contact the London Philharmonic Orchestra’s Press Consultant, Valerie Barber, on 020 7586 8560 info@vbpr.co.uk  www.vbpr.co.uk
NOTES TO THE EDITORS
The London Philharmonic Orchestra is Resident at Southbank Centre.

Opera Rara is renowned for its commitment to the forgotten operatic repertoire of the nineteenth century. For forty years, operas once threatened with extinction have been brought back to life through live performances and recordings. www.opera-rara.com
London Music Masters (LMM) is a registered charity that aims to address the challenges facing talented young violinists and to remove barriers for potential musicians from diverse backgrounds. LMM actively works towards achieving this aim by assisting young adults entering the professional music world and encouraging young people to take up an instrument from an early age – completing the cycle from early inspiration to life-long aspiration. LMM's creative partners are the London Philharmonic Orchestra, Southbank Centre, Royal College of Music and Wigmore Hall.
www.londonmusicmasters.org
Julian Anderson was born in London in 1967 and studied composition with John Lambert, Alexander Goehr and Tristan Murail.  His first acknowledged work, Diptych (1990) for orchestra, won the 1992 Royal Philharmonic Society Prize for Young Composers and was subsequently nominated as the BBC entry in the 1996 International Rostrum of Composers in Paris. From 1996 to 2001 Anderson was Composer in Residence with the chamber orchestra Sinfonia 21. Between 2000 and 2005 he was Composer in Association with the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra, and since 2002 has been Artistic Director of the Philharmonia Orchestra’s ‘Music of Today’ series. Throughout the 2002/03 season he was ‘Composer in Focus’ with the London Philharmonic Orchestra, a relationship that will be cemented when he becomes its Composer in Residence from Sepember 2010. Anderson’s Alleluia was commissioned by Southbank Centre for the London Philharmonic Orchestra, to re-open the newly-furbished Royal Festival Hall in June 2007. Anderson was Professor of Composition at the Royal College of Music from 1996 and was Head of Composition there from 1999 to 2004. From 2004 to 2007 he was Fanny Mason Professor of Music at Harvard University.  He returned to the UK permanently in Sepember 2007 to work as a freelance composer and take up a newly devised post at the Guildhall School of Professor of Composition and Composer in Residence.


Season premières

Matteo D’Amico’s Flight from Byzantium is commissioned by the London Philharmonic Orchestra with the assistance of the Orchestra Giovanile Italiana.

Magnus Lindberg’s new work for orchestra is commissioned by the New York Philharmonic Orchestra, London Philharmonic Orchestra and Casa da Musica Porto. 

